The ABC’s of K-1 at SASC:

Attendance is very important! Kindergarten and First Grade are continuous experiences with each day’s learning built on the previous day and haphazard attendance will not benefit your child’s learning experiences. If your child misses school, please remember to write a note telling why your child was absent. Students will Accept classmates and treat others with respect.  All members of our classroom will feel special because we will accept everyone regardless of the ways we are different.  Art class is a special area once a week. They will be provided with additional opportunities to complete various art projects in our classroom each week.

Always check your child's Backpack every day!  Every child's Birthday is important.  Due to food allergies, SASC is not allowing birthday snacks. We will recognize summer birthdays at the end of the school year! Basic skills in Kindergarten and First Grade are extremely important.  In these two years the foundation for your child’s future school career will be laid.  The basics of reading, mathematics, science, and social studies will be taught and reinforced throughout the school year. Books are very important in our classroom and we have a wonderful selection for students of all reading levels.  Students learn to read best by being surrounded by books.  I hope that you will surround your child with good books at home.
Communication is important. Communication folders will be sent home every Tuesday as well as a post to the website Classroom News page. Feel free to contact us whenever you have a question or concern!  Conferences will be held throughout the school year. A mandatory conference is in December and May to share information we have received from different assessments and observations about your child.  You may set up a conference with me at any other time during the school year.


Discipline is simple. We work hard to make the classroom a positive and safe place for all. We incorporate the Conscious Discipline Methods. Rules are agreed upon during the first week of school and read and discussed daily. Problems are looked upon as just that--problems to be solved. We teach the students how to talk to one another about an issue and use their “big voice”.  We use Differentiated Instruction. All children are unique and special.  Students in our class are at many different instruction levels. Because we feel that it is our responsibility to take each child from where he or she is to a higher level, students may be learning concepts different than his or her peers.  With this type of teaching in the classroom you can be sure that your child’s individual needs will be met.

E is for all the excitement and wonderful learning experiences we will have in our classroom. 
Effort is very important in our classroom and the students will be expected to produce quality work.
Field trips are throughout the school year and usually pertain to our themes. We always like for parents to go with us and sometimes we may need to parents to drive if a bus is not available.  Family is very important to us and that the children come together as a classroom family.  We work together, play together, learn together, and much more.  From the start, we encourage the children to love, respect, and take care of each other.  With our classroom family, there are no limits to our accomplishments.

Family message journals will be an integral part of our literacy program this school year. Please refer to your child’s journal each week, as they will be writing to you. Please write back to your child in their journal. They look forward to reading your responses! (
Guest readers are on Monday or Friday afternoons.  Please sign-up to be a guest reader this year!  Grading is not a part of SASC. Portfolio assessment is the vehicle through which students display their work. Assessment of student learning is very important in order to find out where students are successful and where they may need some extra assistance.  We will evaluate them through observation and checklists. All assessment data will be shared at your child’s portfolio conference.   
Homework will be sent home almost every week. The Homework assignments will vary and will be sent home as a weekly packet in your child's “Homework Folder.”  Please return the homework in the homework folder. Homework is always checked and returned promptly.   
It is Important to keep all records current. If you move, get a new phone number, or change babysitters, please be sure to inform the school.  
J is for the joy of learning!
The Keys to a successful school year include good communication between home and school, a positive attitude, sight word practice, frequent reading and writing, homework turned in and good attendance. Kindness is major in our classroom. Students are encouraged and expected to treat all members of our class as well as others with kindness and respect.  
Lunches must be sent to school ready to eat each day.  Our classroom is a PEANUT FREE ZONE (Please refer to the Peanut Free letter). We eat in our classroom and will not warm any lunches under any circumstances. This ensures that both teachers are allowed to enjoy eating their own lunches. Laughter is an important part of our classroom.  Laughter is good for everyone and helps learning blossom and grow.  Students are not expected to be perfect. We want them to know everyone makes mistakes and that we laugh and learn from them.
Money is difficult for a child to keep track of. Please send in any money in a sealed, labeled envelope. 
Music and Movement will each be a special area once a week.  Movement and music is also incorporated everyday in our classroom.
Medications for your child at school must be taken care of in our front office. You have to fill out a paper in the office and provide the medicine in the original container.  The office will give needed medicines. Please do not send any medicine to school with your child. We will not give them any medicine if there is not a form on file in the office. A designated staff member will be responsible for administering prescription medications or medications needed for “emergencies” (anti-kits, asthma medications, etc.).  All medications must be given to the office manager in their original containers and will be kept in a locked cabinet.  No changes in dosages can be made without a written order from the prescribing physician.  School staff may not administer any un-prescribed or “over-the-counter” medications.  Students may not administer any medications to themselves or others. 

Classroom News will be shared on our website. No Nurse at SASC, so if your child has a fever, they must be fever free for 24 hours in order for them to return to school. We will call you immediately if your child gets sick at school.

Ownership is one of our goals as educators. Helping children to become motivated to learn for learning’s sake, not just because it is something they are expected to do.  Students are encouraged to learn something new each and every day, and in this way they are taking ownership of their own learning. We will also encourage ownership in our classroom by reminding the children to take care of our supplies and keep our room clean.
Portfolio Assessments are in place of grades at SASC.  Students will keep a portfolio of their best work, which demonstrates progress toward their individual goals, and mastery of the Sunshine State Standards for their appropriate level (this is what the 2 inch binder is for).  A portfolio review conference will be set up at the end of each semester in order to involve parents in the portfolio process.  The portfolio conferences are held on each of the three early release days in December and May. Parent(s), teachers, or student may request other conferences at any time.
Parent Involvement is crucial in Kindergarten and First Grade. For many students, homework will be something new this year.  They will need your help and encouragement.  Because the expectations of kindergarten and first grade have risen considerably, it is essential that you work with your child at home.  You are your child’s first and best teacher!  We often have many get-togethers or special events happening at school.  Please show your child that school is very important by attending some of these fun school events.  Read to your child and have your child read to you every day.  Ask your child to tell you what happened at school today.  Keeping involved in your child’s education will ensure a successful school career for your child.  
Progress Reports will go home at the end of every nine weeks. There 4 nine weeks total in our school year. 
Please let me know if you have any Questions or concerns. We will gladly address them! 
Recess is 30 minutes every day! There will be days that we will use our recess time differently (especially on rainy, hot, or cold days).
Reading is very important.  Please read to your child as often as possible. 
Sight words are words that you know by sight.  Sight words are not sounded out (Example – is, a, my).  We will concentrate on specific sight words each week.  We will be sending home lists for your child to work on with you at home, beginning with list #1.  The more sight words your child can recite, the more fluent your child will read.  We will provide you with the top 100 sight words.  If your child is ready to go ahead of the class pace, GO FOR IT! 
School day is from 8:45 to 3:10.  Please schedule activities and appointments around these hours.  Supervision will be provided between 8:30 and 3:30.  Students who arrive earlier or remain later must go to the Extended Day Program and parents will be charged for these services.  Students may not be on campus without supervision.
Schedule – Flexibility is a big word in our classroom. See our detailed schedule for more information on what your child will be doing each day.
Snack will be in the morning. Students must pack an individual, easy to open, quick and nutritious snack in their lunch. 
Starfall- www.starfall.com is an emergent literacy website that the students will use during the school day when they have computer time. We are recommending that all of our students work on at home throughout the school year.

Tieing shoes are very important! Please help your child learn to tie his/her shoes. It would be wonderful if everyone knows how by December!

Transportation – Please call the office, send an email or write a note if your child is going home a different way.  
Tardies– Please make sure your child is on time for school each day.  Anyone who arrives after 8:50am will be marked tardy.  If your child is tardy please make sure you walk them to the office to get a pass to class.  
Technology – We will have 5 student computers, a ClearTouch Board, and projector in our classroom.
Theme Exploration- Theme Exploration time is a theme-inspired hands on multi-disciplinary program which engages students for an hour each Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. Students rotate, as a whole class, through four planned “stations” each week. All stations are facilitated by an adult. 
Your child is important to us! We will always treat your child with lots of love, respect, and Understanding!! 
We love parent Volunteers. If you have some time to offer--either in the classroom or at home, please let us know!   Help is always needed and appreciated!!  

When coming in to our classroom for any reason, please remember to sign in at the office and get a Visitor's pass.  Strangers at our school cause concern and will be asked to report to the office. Remember, --not everyone knows you. 

Writing is very important in our room.  At the beginning of the year Kindergarten students will dictate sentences or stories to us.  By the end of First Grade we would like everyone to be able to write multiple sentences about a topic, using appropriate grammar, some inventive spelling.  Spelling things phonetically, with exceptions to sight words is the goal! (
Have your child Wear practical clothes to school.  We will make every effort to protect your child's clothes. Also, please label all jackets, sweaters, backpacks, and lunch pails with permanent ink. 
X-tra Special Days – We have many special fun days on our Early Release Days throughout the year.  Some activities we have done in the past are: Board Game Day, Read-A-Thon Day, Movie Day and Water Day.  We will inform you of these in the newsletter.

Please send in extra clothes for your child to keep in his/her cubby.
Please remember that you are your child's first and most important teacher. No one can influence your child's life in the way that you can! 

Z is for zoom! Sit back and watch your child's skills take off! You will be amazed and surprised at the changes this year.
Wishing you well,

Ms. Claire & Ms. Jenny









